
OLVER ANNOUNCES $300,000 FOR FITCHBURG DENTAL CLINIC

  
         FITCHBURG – Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced $300,000 in federal funding for the dental unit of Community Health Connections (CHC) Family Health Center in Fitchburg, which fills a large gap in dental services in north central Massachusetts.

         The funding will be used to provide the health center's dental clinic with additional equipment and the proper facilities needed to expand access to quality dental services in the region. Olver secured the funding in the Omnibus Appropriations bill approved by Congress last month. The measure is the overall spending bill for fiscal year 2003.

         "Community health centers are one of the most efficient ways to provide quality health care to the poor and underserved," Olver said. "They provide critical services, including preventative care, to the most vulnerable populations who aren't receiving necessary medical services elsewhere."

         Of the approximately 165,000 residents in northern Worcester County, there are 22,000 MassHealth recipients, as well as 20,000 low-income individuals who do not qualify for MassHealth and who have no insurance. Approximately 42,000 people in this region are unable to access dental services due to lack of dental insurance or their inability to pay for dental care. No dentist in north Worcester County accept MassHealth.

         "Dental units at community health centers simply make dental care more available and accessible," Olver said. "This dental facility is so crucial because it helps fill a significant void in dental services for low-income, uninsured or underinsured residents of this region."

         With a five-chair dental unit staffed by three dentists, two hygienists and an oral surgeon, the clinic offers free care or reduced rates based on federal Family Income Guidelines. Since Jan. 6, the clinic has registered 2,200 patients. Nearly half of them have been seen by either a dentist or dental hygienist, and 70-80 percent of those patients are children.

         Olver announced the federal funding today at an open house of the CHC Family Health Center at 275 Nichols Road in Fitchburg. The funding will allow the health center to purchase a dental chair, renovate space to accommodate the chair and purchase additional equipment and supplies. The new chair will allow approximately 1,000 more patient visits a year to the clinic.   

         Olver is a member of the Community Health Center Caucus, which works to increase funding for community health centers and open more of them throughout the nation. 
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